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NFCRWD AIS Boat Inspection Summary 
 

The North Fork Crow River Watershed District (NFCRWD) hired Lamb Labor Services to staff Level 1 

watercraft inspectors, May - October during 2020. The inspectors were trained by the MN DNR to 

inspect boats entering and exiting public boat accesses in the District’s recreational lakes. Contributors 

to the project included the MN DNR, Meeker County, Paynesville TWP, Koronis Lake Association, Rice 

Lake Association, City of Paynesville, Grove Lake Association, Union Grove TWP, Stearns County, 

Pope County and the NFCRWD. During 2020, survey data from incoming boaters, indicated boats 

came from over 390 different water bodies, prior to entering district inspection locations. This year also 

had a increase in boats inspected, with 10,631 boats being inspected at NFCRWD boat access.   We 

continue to refine and optimize the inspection program to inspect as many boats as possible. 

Why are We Inspecting Boats? 

Boats are inspected to reduce the risk of spreading Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) into District waters. 

AIS are those that when moving into a new locale tend to spread rapidly, outcompete resident species, 

and cause - or likely cause - ecological or economic harm or harm to human health.  

During each watercraft inspection, the inspectors complete a DNR survey (results of questions are 

represented in tables and graphs), discuss MN AIS laws with boaters and complete a visual and 

physical inspection of boats entering or exiting waterways. Completing these processes with boaters 

increases the knowledge of AIS and self-inspection techniques, reduces the risk for AIS infestation in 

District waters, and can stop AIS contaminated boats from launching. Two of the lakes in the District 

waters have an invasive called Starry Stonewort. The plant was first confirmed in Lake Koronis in 2015 

and Rice Lake in 2016. Starry stonewort can interfere with recreational and other uses of lakes where it 

can produce dense mats at the water's surface.  
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Koronis

Hwy 55

Koronis

City Park

Koronis

County
Park

Rice South Rice North Grove TWP

Outgoing 1964 1157 293 980 549 147

Incoming 1945 1269 428 1102 628 169

~ Inspection Hours 1115 923 427 724 648 240
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Starry stonewort (Nitellopsis 

obtuse) is an invasive green alga that 

has spread rapidly within some 

northern-tier lakes. It can grow tall 

and dense, forming mats on the 

surface that interfere with 

recreation and potentially 

displacing native plant 

species. Minnesota Aquatic 

Invasive Species Research Center 

(MAISRC)researchers are currently 

performing ecological niche 

modeling to assess risk of spread 

in Minnesota as well as laboratory 

experiments to assess how long it 

can survive out of water and to 

evaluate the efficacy of herbicides 

and algaecides while minimizing 

non-target impacts.  

What it affects 

Where starry stonewort grows 

densely and forms surface mats, it 

can interfere with boating and other 

recreational activities. Dense growth 

may also displace native plants and 

could potentially have impacts on fish 

and other animals. Starry stonewort’s 

ecological impacts are not well 

understood, and there has been little 

published research to date. 

How it spreads 

Starry stonewort appears to be 

spreading vegetatively in the U.S. (by 

bulbils and fragments). Accidental 

movement by people is the most 

likely means of dispersal. Many of 

the known infestations occur in high-

use waterbodies and near boat 

accesses. (University of Minnesota) 

http://www.maisrc.umn.edu/starry-

stonewort 

Lake Koronis and Rice Lake both 

have active programs in place to 

control/manage Starry Stonewort. 

Why is this Important?  

Zebra Mussels are 

transferred when attached 

to boats, trailers, docks, 

boat lifts or other equipment 

that are placed in water. 

The juvenile mussels can 

be transferred from lake to 

lake in a very small amount 

of water. Having a drain 

plug in a boat can greatly increase the spread of zebra mussels. Zebra Mussels 

can also survive out of water on boats or other water equipment for 31 days, 

depending on weather conditions. A boat or other water equipment coming from a 

contaminated lake that is not completely dry or decontaminated (high pressure 

wash with 140oF water) can spread zebra mussels. Ecologically, they filter 

enormous quantities of microscopic 

algae and alter energy flow through 

aquatic ecosystems - with potentially 

large impacts on fish populations - and 

they smother and cause extinctions of 

native bivalve mollusks.  

Drain Plug on Arrival 

In  0.22% (12) 

In  
(Boater stated it was out when they arrived at access) 0.38% (21) 

Out 99.4% (5498) 

What was Learned from Inspections? 

Grant Funds and Contributions 

for 2020 AIS Program 

Stearns County $36,300 

RLA $8,000 

GLA  $300 

City of Paynesville $4,500 

Pope County $4140 

Meeker Co (thru KLA) $4,000 

Paynesville TWP  $6,000 

Union Grove TWP 

(thru KLA) 
$1,500 

KLA $11,671.28 

2020 Total $76,411.25 

NFCRWD  

In-Kind Hours 
~ 49 hrs 

Anything Found on In-

coming Boats or Trailers? 

# of 

Boats  
Percent  

Yes - Plants 80 1.45% 

Yes - Water 1 0.02% 

Yes - Mud 1 0.02% 

No 5448 98.52 

2% 1%

79%

4%

7%
7%

1%

Percentage of Incoming Boat Types

Boat Lift/Dock (4)

Canoe/Kayak (87)

Duck/Jon Boat (37)

Fishing Boats (4388)

Personal Watercraft (195)

Pontoon (415)

Runabout or Ski-Boat  (364)

Sail boat (3)

Wakeboard Boat with Ballasts (47)

14%

20%

64%

1% 1%

How long has your boat been out of 

the water?

Less than 24 hrs

1-4 days

5 days or more

Prefers not to answer

Does not know
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Yealy Boats Inspected & Inspection Hours

Boats Inspected ~ Inspection Hours

https://www.maisrc.umn.edu/
https://www.maisrc.umn.edu/starry-stonewort
https://www.maisrc.umn.edu/starry-stonewort
http://koronislakeassociation.org/
http://www.ricelakemn.org/
https://www.maisrc.umn.edu/zebra-mussels

