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New committees
to propose school
facility projects
One committtee
to study academic
needs, the other
extracurriculars
By Ashley Peck
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Paynesville Township – treasurer Laure Lindeman, supervisor Harry Thielen, chair Don PIetsch, supervisor Butch Mueller, and
clerk Don Wiese – held their first meeting in the new township hall on Monday, Aug. 14.

Supervisors hold first meeting in new hall
New township
hall is now
substantially
complete
By Michael Jacobson
The Paynesville Township
board of supervisors held
their first-ever meeting in the
new township hall on Monday,
Aug. 14.
Township
residents
approved building a new township hall – with a budget of
$190,000 – at their annual meeting in March, in order to
vacate the old township office
for the River Lakes Hockey
Association to use as a varsity
lockerroom.
While not entirely done by
Monday, Aug. 14, the rest of
the work – installing the new

flagpole, asphalting the new
parking lot, and finishing
some minor construction
items – was done last week.
The township board agreed
to work with interior designer
Gretchen O’Fallon and former
Press co-publisher Lynne
Jacobson on historical decor
in the hall.
The board also agreed to
insure the new building for
$200,000, which is slightly
more than it cost to build it
($190,000), but should they
need to rebuild for some disaster they would need to do
demolition work, too.

In Other Business…
•The board agreed to restrict
camping on Second Island to
the two back camp sites, and
not the main picnic area by
the shelter. This will now
always be open to the public
on a first-come basis.

•The board agreed to move a
utility pole across Cliffwood
Road. Its current position
interferes with the new driveway for Jim and Betty Loomis,
who agreed to pay for the cost.
•The board agreed to extend
a variance for Steve White,
from Breezewood Road, until
the end of September. The
township board originally
approved the variance in 2015.
•The board set a public hearing for Matt Ellefson, who
wants a variance for an accessory building (for two feet on
the sidewall height and for 12
feet from Sunrae Road, 51 feet
away from the center instead
of 63 feet).
•The board supported a
shoreline alteration permit
for Lyle Wendroth, who wanted to move a rock that worked
its way to the surface by his
driveway and by the trail
along Lake Avenue. He wants

KORONIS KAFE –
from page 1
deal,” said Peterson.
The boat was capitalized
with $50,000, with Arnold captaining the remodeling work.
Owners of Koronis Kafe are
Mike and Ronda Arnold; Kella
and Paul Bugbee; George
Edmondson; Mary and Tom
Hendrickson; Carol and Dick
Johnson; Leo and Lou Louis;
Mike Meyer; Geri and Harlan
Palm; Peterson; and Jim and
Vicky Torborg.
Via Craig’s List, they bought
a homemade house boat, built
in the late 1980s by a Stillwater
industrial arts teacher, which
had been based on the St.
Croix River. The boat is 40-feet
long and 14-feet wide, with the
cabin being 24-feet long.
The remodeling included a
total gutting of the cabin, with
new glass board walls, a stainless steel kitchen with new
appliances, all new wiring and
plumbing, and new flooring.
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The boat was approved by
With its grill, the food boat will serve angus hamburgers, hot the Minnesota Department of
dogs and brats, fish sandwiches, and chicken sandwiches.
Health on Monday, Aug. 14.

to move the rock five feet away
from his driveway and five feet
away from the trail for safety
reasons.
•The board approved adding
supervisor Butch Mueller as
someone who can open the
township’s safety deposit box.
Chair Don Pietsch and clerk
Don Wiese will still be authorized to open it.
•Pietsch informed the board
that the City of Paynesville is
negotiating with Mediacom
on a new cable contract. The
township usually agrees to the
same framework as the city.
•The board agreed that
Koronis Parts, as a business,
could sell cars inside their
business, but decided that any
outdoor displays would need a
conditional-use permit.

Over 30 community members, including Paynesville
School Board members,
attended a district facilities
meeting – the second special
meeting held this summer to
further discuss future facility
improvements
–
on
Wednesday, Aug. 16.
The 90-minute meeting
began with one main question: Should a facility project
to improve the district be proposed at all? A unanimous
“yes” was the reply, which
continued the brainstorming.
“It becomes very inefficient,
very quickly, unless you break
into smaller groups,” said
superintendent Bob Huot,
who led the discussion.
Two committees were created – one group of community members and board members to compile suggestions
for new facilities revolving
around academics and another group to propose improvements for projects focused on
non-academic activities.
There was short discussion
on the top improvements, as
chosen by the community
members, such as gym space
and career-technical programs, but the main focus of
the meeting was the formation of the two committees, as
well as keeping the community informed throughout the
process. “All of these ideas
flow around, but nothing gets
done, so I think more work
will be done at the next meeting,” said Huot, who will
schedule another facilities discussion soon.

“I think once those ideas get
fleshed out more at the next
meeting, then we might go on
a site visit to learn more about
the things we’re looking at,”
he added of the process.
Huot emphasized that no
projects have been officially
decided on yet. Once ideas are
discussed and chosen, they
will be proposed to the community, through an open
forum meeting, and to the
school board.
“The community will be
kept up to date on what’s happening,” said Huot. “We’re
developing something that
will eventually go to the board,
and the board would have to
decide whether or not they’re
moving forward with it.”
At the next meeting, the two
committees will share their
facility ideas and discuss next
steps. “We think it’ll be more
efficient that way,” said Huot
of forming the committees.
“More work will get done at
the next meeting.”
The next facility meeting’s
date will be published in the
Press prior to the gathering,
which is open to the public.
Community members, school
staff, students, and business
owners are encouraged to
attend.
In the 2014 general election,
school district voters split
approved Question #1, which
provided $2.03 million for
building repairs and $2.4 million in a new technology levy
(over 10 years). But voters in
2014 rejected Question #2,
which would have provided
$7.8 million to build an addition to the secondary school,
including a new gym, a new
wrestling room, and other
improvements.

The owners hoped to have the
boat in the water by the Fourth
of July, as the remodeling and
licensing took a longer than
planned. “I can’t believe how
many people have asked me
about it,” said Peterson.
On weekends, depending on
the weather, Koronis Kafe will
be out on Lake Koronis. On
Fridays, Saturdays, and
Sundays they hope to beach on
Second Island (Winther Island)
for lunch, say from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m. If anchored, the boat has
cleats for other boats to hook
onto. They are hoping the boat
will be cashless. It is equipped
with an iPad and a credit card
reader.
This summer, the owners
are planning to staff the boat
themselves, as they do a trial
run of the boat. Next year,
they hope to hire staff, maybe
a seasoned person as the captain and a couple younger
workers.
If successful, the owners
could add a webpage (to take
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email orders), they could
The
interior
of
the
boat
was
complete
gutted
and
rebuilt with
acquire a liquor license, and
a
new
kitchen,
including
a
popcorn
machine
(right).
other ideas in the future.
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