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   Brief

Join the Paynesville Area 
Community Foundation for 
socializing, food, and some 
Oktoberfest fun at this year’s 
Fall Harvest Gala on Satur-
day, Sept. 29, at Roadside Tav-
ern in Roscoe. The social hour 
and silent auction will begin 
at 5:30 p.m. and dinner will be 
served at 6:30 p.m., followed by 
a program and live auction. 
Complete the evening with 
dancing to a live polka band. 

Tickets are $50 per person. 
You can register online at 
www.communitygiving.org/
events. Or get your tickets at 
Firehouse Coffee Company, 
Perennial Bank, or by calling 
Lou Louis at 243-4419. 

Proceeds of  the gala will be 
used to grow the PACF endow-
ment fund so that each year 
a full $20,000 or more can be 
granted to worthy projects 
and organizations in the area.

Gala coming on
Saturday, Sept. 29

HOMECOMING 2018

Senior candidates announced for PHS Homecoming…

Photo by Michael Jacobson

Senior Homecoming candidates at Paynesville High School this year are: (left to right) Kylee Everson, Jacob Bertram, Sammy Leusink, Max Weidner, 
Annabelle Ball, Zach Schroeder, Nicole Wander, Calvin Burg, Taylor Reiter, and Eric Johnson.  Homecoming will be celebrated from Monday, Oct. 1, to 
Friday, Oct. 5, at PHS.  Coronation will be held on Monday, Oct. 1, at 7 p.m. in the PHS auditorium. Admission is $5, which supports student council.

Homecoming Week
Homecoming will be held next week 
(Oct. 1-5) at Paynesville High School, 

starting with the royalty coronation/variety 
show on Monday, Oct. 5, at 7 p.m.

An all-school pep fest will be held on 
Friday, Oct. 5, in the PHS gym at 1:45 p.m.

Varsity Athletics
•Volleyball at Maple Lake – Tuesday, Oct. 2

•Cross Country at BOLD (Olivia) – 
Thursday, Oct. 4

•Volleyball vs. EV-W – Thursday, Oct. 4 – 
C-Squad/JV at 5:45 p.m.; Varsity at 7 p.m.
•Football vs. EV-W – Friday, Oct. 5, 7 p.m.

High School Dance
•A Grade 9-12 dance will be held after 
the football game on Friday, Oct. 5, until 
11:30 p.m. The cost is $5. ($1 off with 
a coronation stub.) Music provided by 
Mike and Ites. (Guests must be signed 
in at the PHS office prior to the dance.)

PHS Dress Up Days
Monday:  Wake Up Day (pajamas)

Tuesday:  Terrific Twos
Wednesday: Camo Day (no weapons allowed)

Thursday:  Color Day 
 Grade 9 (pink); Grade 10 (white); 

Grade 11 (black); Grade 12 (togas);

Friday:  Spirit Day

Stearns County released the 
Jacob Wetterling case files last 
week, with current sheriff  
Don Gudmundson candidly 
explaining where the case, 
which took 27 years to bring 
Jacob home, went wrong.

Admitting they had the ben-
efit of  “20-20 hindsight,” 
Gudmundson – at a press con-
ference on Thursday, Sept. 20 
– explained clues that could 
have focused the investigation 
on Danny Heinrich of  
Paynesville sooner.

“We all have the advantage 
of  knowing the ending, from 
the beginning, in perhaps the 
most famous murder mystery 
in Minnesota history,” he said.

An estimated 56,000 pages 
comprise the Wetterling case 
file. Jacob’s parents sued to 
keep 200 documents from 
release, but media and open 
government groups opposed 
the Wetterlings’ court request, 

and a judge ruled in favor of  
the release – but without the 
FBI files – which were not 
released last week. Patty and 
Jerry Wetterling issued a 
statement, on the eve of  the 
release, due to the potential for 
finger-pointing, saying, “Our 
hearts hurt for anyone  pained 
or hurt from the release of  
this file.”

“On the other hand, you will 
not have a good or complete 
understanding of  the case 
since, by court order, we are 
prohibited from releasing the 
FBI files. The practical result 
of  that is citizens will not 
know about consequential 
events in the Wetterling file,” 
added Gudmundson, who has 
served as sheriff  of  Stearns 
County since May 2017, after 
the retirement of  the previous 
sheriff  John Sanner.

Gudmundson noted that the 
Wetterling investigation 
quickly went “off  the rails.”

“The place to start in our 
discussion of  how the Jacob 
Wetterling was conducted is 
not Oct. 22, 1989, the date of  
Jacob’s abduction, but Jan. 13, 
1989,” said Gudmundson.

Cold Spring Case
When a 12-year-old boy was 

abducted in Cold Spring on 

Jan. 13, 1989, he was asked 
“where Kraemer lives.” Since 
there were Kraemers in the 
area, this seemed to indicate 
that he is a local person. After 
the attack, he told Scheierl he 
had an appointment at the Red 
Carpet in St. Cloud, another 
local landmark and another 
clue that he might be local, 
noted Gudmundson.

The original report about 
the Cold Spring attack includ-
ed the following description of  
the car: smelled new; light 
blue; bucket seats made of  
cloth; child safety locks; and 
transmission on the steering 
column.The description of  the 
perpetrator included: wearing 
camoflauge, thick eyebrows, 
wide eyes, fat nose, rough, 
dark skin, husky build, and 
very, deep voice.

On Jan. 16, 1989, the Stearns 
County investigator wrote 
about a tip received in the 
case: “Danny Heinrich drives 
a 1987 dark blue Mercury four-
door…(with) a light blue inte-
rior.” The report also noted 
that Heinrich regularly wore 
military fatigues. 

But the investigators appar-
ently dismissed Heinrich as a 
suspect in the Cold Spring 
case because of  a few dis-
repancies in the description 

of  the vehicle, specifically 
Heinrich’s vehicle did not 
have automatic seatbelts and 
the transmission was on the 
console, not the column.

A few days later, the victim 
corrected his description, tell-
ing the investigator that the 
vehicle did not have automatic 
seatbelts and the transmission 
was not on the steering col-
umn, but on the console; how-
ever, the investigation turned 
to other sex offenders. 

Investigators did not check 
out Duane “Dewey” Hart, and 
“there is no mention in the file 
about other assaults of  young 
boys in Paynesville in the pre-
ceding years even though it is 
clear that the Paynesville 
Police Chief  was talked to on 
Feb. 10, 1989, as a part of  this 

investigation.”

Wetterling Abduction
Around 9:15 p.m. on Oct. 22, 

1989, 13-year-old Jacob 
Wetterling, biking home with 
his brother Trevor and their 
friend Aaron Larson, is 
abducted at gunpoint by his St. 
Joseph home. Tire tracks at 
the scene are soon identified 
as Sears Superguard Radials 
(by Oct. 24, 1989).

The descriptions by Trevor 
and Aaron included: wearing 
dark clothes; short; and a 
rough voice “sounded like he 
had a cold when he talked.” 
And Wetterling’s abductor 
said, “I got a gun. Put the bikes 
in the ditch.” The Cold Spring 
attacker had said, “I have a 
gun. Don’t try anything.”

Wetterling’s abductor told
Aaron and Trevor to run into
the woods. The Cold Spring
attacker said, “You are lucky
to be alive” and “Start run-
ning and keep running.”

Some of  the same investiga-
tors who worked the Cold
Spring case were some of  the
first responders on Oct. 22,
1989. According to the presen-
tation last week, the Cold
Spring victim was interviewed
by the Wetterling investiga-
tors on Nov. 30, 1989, more
than a month after Wetterling
was taken. 

Heinrich was interviewed
on Dec. 12, 1989, and a detec-
tive observed his vehicle had
Sears Superguard Radials.
(Gudmundson noted that doz

WETTERLING CASE FILES

Sheriff says Heinrich investigation quickly went ‘off the rails’
Stearns County 

releases Wetterling 
case files while 
admitting errors

By Michael Jacobson

Why Danny Heinrich Should Have Been Considered the Main Suspect
•He is in the military and wears camo clothing. Then lies about this.
•In the military, he would have learned to use mud or face paint to disguise himself.
•His blue Mercury Topaz matches the description of the Cold Spring victim.
•A fiber found in his car is consistent with fibers on the Cold Spring victim’s snowmobile suit.
•His Sears Superguard Radials match the tire prints left at the Wetterling scene. He has the tires.
•His shoeprints correspond to the shoe prints at the Wetterling scene. He has the shoes.
•He fails a polygraph test when asked whether he was involved with the Cold Spring or the Wetterling abduction.
•He has photos of children – found during a search warrant – and lies about them.
•He has a portable police scanner.
•He uses evasive maneuvers against police surveillance.
•His voice is described as deep, raspy, and distinctive.
•In the month before Jacob Wettterling disappears, he asks Duane Hart how to get rid of a body.
•His overall physical description fits all the cases: Paynesville, Cold Spring, and Wetterling.
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Dozens of  monarch butter-
flies, preparing to make the 
3,000-mile flight to Mexico for 
the winter, gourged them-
selves on native flowers in the 
rain garden belonging to 
Susan and Randy Schaefer 

during September.
“They need these natural 

food supplies to fly down to 
Mexico,” said Susan. “If  
everyone had a few of  these in 
their yards, it would help.”

The Schaefers built two rain 
gardens on their lake property 
mostly for Lake Koronis. With 
a grant for a shoreland resto-
ration project, the rain gar-
dens filter water running in 
the ditch along Lake Avenue 
(old Co. Rd. 181) to the lake. “It 
all comes down this way,” said 
Randy, a 1984 PHS grad.

MONARCH BUTTERFLIES

Rain garden attracts 
swarm of butterflies

By Michael Jacobson

Monarchs prepare 
for 3,000-mile 

journey to Mexico 
in September
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Two monarch butterflies – as well as a bee – feasted on some native flowers blooming in one of 
the rain gardens on the Lake Koronis property owned by Randy and Susan Schaefer recently.


